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In Venice, 1202, tens of thousands of crusaders set sail for Jerusalem to liberate the
great city from Muslim rule. Among them is a British vagabond grudgingly taken under
the wing of a pious knight who believes that the mission is truly blessed by God. Before
leaving, the vagabond rescues a woman pretending to be an Arab princess, hoping
that under the protection of his benefactor knight, he can smuggle the young woman
back to the Holy Land. However, this 'holy' campaign sinks into tragic moral turpitude -
first in an attack on the Adriatic port city of Zara, and ultimately in the fall of the seat of
the Byzantine Empire, Constantinople.
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