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CJ Thomas wishes she had never heard of Budge Dirkwood. It's not the fact that she
stumbled over his dead body when she went to meet him for the first time, and it's not
the fact that the victim's obnoxious rich cousin seems intent on having her arrested for
the murder. It's not even the fact that the victim was a somewhat flaky pawnbroker
who dabbled in the I Ching and believed in all the paranormal phenomena that CJ's
rational mind automatically rejects. No, the problem is that the ghost of the victim
won't leave her alone. CJ can't explain it, and isn't quite sure she believes it, but the
ghost of Budge Dirkwood has popped into her life, and it seems the only way she can
get rid of him is to help him solve his murder. With his help, she investigates all the
possible suspects ranging from teen-aged gang members to the rich and powerful
members of Highland Park society, checking out some wife beaters and Elvis
impersonators in between. Will she find the killer and succeed in getting this ghost out
of her life? Or will she be stuck with the ghost of a pawnbroker for the rest of her life?
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