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Arguing that death is the central force shaping our social life and order, Michael Kearl
draws on a wide variety of disciplines to provide a broad sociological perspective on
the interrelationships of life and death. He shows how death contributes to social
change, and how the meanings of death are generated to serve social functions.
Working from a social as well as a psychological perspective, Kearl analyses traditional
topics, including ageing, suicide, grief, and medical ethics. He also examines current
issues such as the impact of the AIDS epidemic on social trust, governments' use of
death in symbolism, the business of death and dying, the political economy of
doomsday weaponry, and death in popular culture.
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