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Exhibiting the mastery of poetic line and sharpness of focus we have come to associate
with Dabney Stuart's work, this volume, Stuart's fifteenth, weaves a series of finely
delineated portraits into a complicated fabric of relationship. Family Preserve gathers
the family poems scattered throughout Stuart's books over the past four decades and
intersperses them with new and previously unpublished poems. By turns comic and
tragic, this collection engages the reader in the complex process of longing, mourning,
and preserving family ties. Beginning with what would seem the end, the collection’s
introductory poem, "The Long Good-bye," sets the stage for the volume, inviting the
reader to accompany the speaker as he confronts the entanglement of his memories.
The poems that follow offer intimate glimpses into the often tricky relationships
among parents, siblings, and children. The volume ends in the union of once
discordant voices: the speaker with the memory of his father, the speaker's younger
self with his older self, and time with timelessness; yet it is the recognition of the often
elusive process of remembering that makes Stuart's poetry so powerful. A compelling
look at familial relationships and the function of memory, Family Preserve is a
significant milestone in Dabney Stuart's long and distinguished poetic career, and an
important addition to the elegy, open form, and ode.
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