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Family Values shows how the various contradictions at the heart of Western
conceptions of maternity and paternity problematize our relationships with ourselves
and with others. Using examples from philosophical texts, psychoanalytic theory,
studies in biology and popular culture, Kelly Oliver challenges our traditional concepts
of maternity which are associated with nature, and our conceptions of paternity which
are embedded in culture. Engaging such thinkers as Locke, Rousseau, Hegel, Husserl,
Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, Sartre, Levinas, Derrida, Kristeva, Koffman, Irigaray and
others, Oliver examines an enormous range of both classic and contemporary texts in
her groundbreaking analysis of age-old conceptions of woman and man, maternity
and paternity, nature and culture, and subjectivity and ethics.
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