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Purchase one of 1st World Library's Classic Books and help support our free internet
library of downloadable eBooks. 1st World Library-Literary Society is a non-profit
educational organization. Visit us online at www.1stWorldLibrary.ORG - - Fanny's First
Play, being but a potboiler, needs no preface. But its lesson is not, I am sorry to say,
unneeded. Mere morality, or the substitution of custom for conscience was once
accounted a shameful and cynical thing: people talked of right and wrong, of honor
and dishonor, of sin and grace, of salvation and damnation, not of morality and
immorality. The word morality, if we met it in the Bible, would surprise us as much as
the word telephone or motor car. Nowadays we do not seem to know that there is any
other test of conduct except morality; and the result is that the young had better have
their souls awakened by disgrace, capture by the police, and a month's hard labor,
than drift along from their cradles to their graves doing what other people do for no
other reason than that other people do it, and knowing nothing of good and evil, of
courage and cowardice, or indeed anything but how to keep hunger and
concupiscence and fashionable dressing within the bounds of good taste except when
their excesses can be concealed. Is it any wonder that I am driven to offer to young
people in our suburbs the desperate advice: Do something that will get you into
trouble? But please do not suppose that I defend a state of things which makes such
advice the best that can be given under the circumstances, or that I do not know how
difficult it is to find out a way of getting into trouble that will combine loss of
respectability with integrity of self-respectand reasonable consideration for other
peoples' feelings and interests on every point except their dread of losing their own
respectability. But when there's a will there's a way. I hate to see dead people walking
about: it is unnatural. And our respectable middle class people are all as dead as
mutton. Out of the mouth of Mrs Knox I have delivered on them the judgment of her
God.
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