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Nietzsche has the reputation of being a virulent misogynist, so why are feminists
interested in his philosophf\/? The essays in this volume provide answers to this
question from a variety of feminist perspectives. The organization of the volume into
two sets of essays, "Nietzsche's Use of Woman" and "Feminists' Use of Nietzsche,"
reflects the two general approaches taken to the issue of Nietzsche and woman. First,
man? debates have focused on how to interpret Nietzsche's remarks about women
and femininity. Are all of Nietzsche's comments to be read literally, or is he being ironic,
perhaps even parodying and subverting stereotypes about women? Second, is his
philosophy useful to feminist theory? Can we separate his philosophy from his
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seemingly derogatory remarks about women? Can feminists use his criticisms of truth,
objectivit%, reason, and the autonomous subject to challenge the exclusion of women
from the history of philosophy? Some view his critiques of dualism and essentialism as
well as his perspectivism and social constructivism as adumbrating later feminist
positions. Others find troubling his privileging of masculinity and paradigms of
domination; they see Nietzsche's sexual dualism as countering otherwise transgressive
themes. Contributors are Debra Bergoffen, Maudmarie Clark, Daniel Conway, Jacques
Derrida, Jean Graybeal, Kathleen Higgins, Luce Iriﬁaray, Sarah Kofman, Tamsin
Lorraine, Kelly Oliver, David Owen, Marilyn Pearsall, Lynne Tirrell, Ofelia Schutte, and
Kathleen Wininger.
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Kelly Oliver is associate professor of philosophy and women's studies at SUNY, Stony
Brook. She is the author of Subjectivity Without Subjects: From Abject Fathers to
Desiring Mothers (1998), Family Values: Subjects Between Nature and Culture (1997),
and Womanizing Nietzsche: Philosophy's Relations to "the Feminine" (1995).

Pearsall teaches philosophy and women's studies at the University of Puget Sound and
is a research associate at the Five College Women's Studies Research Center.
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[class presentation] Tamsin Lorraine, “Nietzsche and Feminism: Transvaluing Women
in Thus Spoke Zarathustra” Four different positions in TSZ with which a female reader
might identify: 1) The woman Z speaks about to other men, the woman he says men
want;...
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