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"In extending the 'bridge' of proprioception from Olson to Artaud, from Reich to
Ferenczi, from Kundalini to Cro-Magnon", wrote critic Kenneth Warren in American
book Review, "Eshleman's work is a dazzling attempt to restore man's capacity to
understand nature as divine, demonic, and human". Registering the poet's affinity of
spirit, many of the poems in Eshleman's newest book reflect on the lives and works of
creative artists: William Blake, Willem de Kooning, Nora Jaffe, Bei Dao, Francis Bacon,
Chaim Soutine, Antonin Artaud. Other poems in "From Scratch" range through time
and history from the mythic-Paleolithic to the topical present, from the caves of the
Dorgogne to the courtroom of O.J. Simpson, zooming in and out from the cosmic to
the present.
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