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I sat and thought for a bit, for the name "Bullivant" carried me back eighteen months to
the hot summer before the war. I had not seen the man since, though I had read about
him in the papers. For more than a year I had been a busy battalion officer, with no
other thought than to hammer a lot of raw stuff into good soldiers. I had succeeded
pretty well, and there was no prouder man on earth than Richard Hannay when he
took his Lennox Highlanders over the parapets on that glorious and bloody 25th day of
September. Loos was no picnic, and we had had some ugly bits of scrapping before
that, but the worst bit of the campaign I had seen was a tea-party to the show I had
been in with Bullivant before the war started. The sight of his name on a telegram form
seemed to change all my outlook on life.
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