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In this startling work, Luise Schottroff proposes an alternative reading of Jesus'
parables. Her work decries the traditional allegorizing of Jesus' stories, with their easy
identification of God as one of the characters in the stories. This work argues that the
parables are fictional stories that describe the social realities and structures of an
oppressive situation. It describes how they present an alternative to the social
structures of the Roman Empire. It provides a critique of the traditional readings of the
parables, written by a leading New Testament scholar.
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