The Sacred Village

THE SACRED VILLAGE

Social Change and Religious
Life in Rural North China

The Sacred Village TEiEEEE]

Z & Thomas David DuBois

H AR University of Hawaii Press
iR BT 8):2005-2-11
SEMi:Hardcover

isbn:9780824828370


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

Until recently, few villagers of rural North China ventured far from their homes. Their
intensely local view of the world included knowledge of the immanent sacred realm,
which derived from stories of divine revelations, cures, and miracles that circulated
among neighboring villages. These stories gave direction to private devotion and
served as a source of expert information on who the powerful deities were and what
role they played in the human world. The structure of local society also shaped public
devotion, as different groups expressed their economic and social concernsin
or%amzed worship. While some of these groups remained structurally intact in the face
of historical change, others have changed dramatically, resulting in new patterns of
religious organization and practice. The Sacred Village introduces local religious life in
Cang County, Hebei Province, as a lens through which to view the larger issue of how
rural Chinese perspectives and behaviors were shaped by the sweeping social,
political, and demographic changes of the last two centuries. Thomas DuBois
combines new archival sources in Chinese and Japanese with his own fieldwork to
produce a work thatis compelling and intimate in detail. This dual approach also
allows him to address the integration of external networks into local society and
religious mentality and posit local society as a particular sphere in which the two are
negotiated and transformed.
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