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This nuanced book considers the role of religion and religiosity in modern Mexico,
breaking new ground with an emphasis on popular religion and its relationship to
politics. The contributors highlight the multifaceted role of religion, illuminating the
ways that religion and religious devotion have persisted and changed since Mexican
independence. They explore such themes as the relationship between church and
state, the resurgence of religiosity and religious societies in the post-reform period, the
religious values of the liberals of the 1850s, and the ways that popular expressions of
religion often trumped formal and universal proscriptions. Focusing on individual
stories and vignettes and on local elements of religion, the contributors show that
despite efforts to secularize society, religion continues to be a strong component of
Mexican culture. Portraying the complexity of religiosity in Mexico in the context of an
increasingly secular state, this book will be invaluable for all those interested in Latin
American history and religion.
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