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Voicing one theme for the entire Bible and structuring all sermons around that idea
may seem to be an impossible challenge. For veteran pastor and preaching professor
Edmund Clowney it will not do to preach a text from either the Old or New Testaments
without fully preaching its ultimate and primary focus-the person and work of Jesus
Christ. He writes, "To see the text in relation to Christ is to see it in its larger context, the
context of God's purpose in revelation."

Clowney's rationale for emphasizing Christ's presence in the Old Testament rests on
the purpose of the Hebrew Scripture. The Old Testament follows God's one great plan
for human history and redemption, and the plan is not only from him but centers on
him: his presence in his incarnate Son. The witness of the Scriptures to Christ is the
reason they were written, so it is appropriate to emphasize this element in the Old
Testament as well as in the New Testament.

By offering numerous full-length examples of his own sermons that emphasize Christ
as the principle theme of Scripture, Clowney illustrates for those who will never have
the privilege of being his students how they can craft sermons which present Christ as
the primary consideration of the text. He also offers specific instructions on preparing
such a sermon. He discusses the personal habits of prayer and Bible study that prepare
pastors to seek out Christ's presence.

Clowney emphasizes the importance of including a specific application in every
sermon so that Christ is presented both in what he says and does to reveal himself in
the biblical text and in what he says and does to direct Christians' lives today.

Students preparing for the pastorate, pastors desiring to increase their emphasis on
Christ in their sermons, and those seeking Christ's presence in all of Scripture will find a
help in Clowney's writings.

作者介绍: 

Edmund P. Clowney (1917-2005) was a theologian, educator, and pastor. Born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he earned a Bachelor of Arts from Wheaton College in
1939, a Bachelor of Theology from Westminster Theological Seminary in 1942, a Master
of Sacred Theology from Yale Divinity School in 1944, and a Doctor of Divinity from
Wheaton College in 1966.

Clowney was ordained in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and served as pastor for
churches in Connecticut, Illinois, and New Jersey from 1942 to 1946. He joined
Westminster Theological Seminary as an assistant professor of practical theology in
1952. In 1966 he became the first president of that seminary, and remained so until
1984, when he became the theologian-in-residence of Trinity Presbyterian Church (part
of the Presbyterian Church in America) in Charlottesville, Virginia. In 1990, he moved to
Escondido, California where he was adjunct professor at Westminster Seminary
California. For two years beginning in 2001 he served as associate pastor at Christ the
King Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas after which Clowney returned to Trinity
Presbyterian Church as part-time theologian-in-residence, a position he held until his
death in 2005.
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