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What fun! It's about time a book looked at the culinary world from a biographical
Eerspective. This volume is an eclectic dictionary of influential people in the culinary
ields throughout history, from the sixth century B.C.E. to the twenty-first century.
Among the subjects are famous characters, for example, Juan Altamiras, an
eighteenth-century Franciscan monk and cook who wrote Nuevo Arte de Cocina;


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

Josephine Cochrane, who patented the idea for the dishwasher in 1893; Auguste
Escoffier, whose name has come to represent haute cuisine; Edouard de Pomiane, a
pioneer food scientist and food anthropologist; and two Childs: Lydia Maria, author of
the Frugal Housewife, first published in 1829, and Julia, the doyenne of television
cooking shows. Each entry offers pertinent biographical details and a description of
how the person fits into culinary history. A short bibliography of the person's writings
about food and cooking is also included when warranted. Most entries are
accompanied by black-and-white photographs or drawings.

Editor Arndtis also the author of Seasoning Savvy: How to Cook with Herbs, Spices and
Other Seasonings, (Hayworth, 1999). Contributors include a who's who of culinary
historians, anthropologists, and food writers such as Karen Hess, author of the Carolina
Rice Kitchen: The African Connection (University of South Carolina Press, 1998) and
Anne Mendelson, author of Stand Facing the Stove: The Story of the Women Who Gave
America The Joy of Cooking (Scribner, 2003). The volume concludes with a categorical
listing of the people covered by occupations (chef, cookbook author, food historian,
nutritionist), followed bf/ a list of the culinary texts mentioned within the entries. The
index is perhaps the only thing to disappoint, as it is only an index of names, those
mentioned in the entries as well as those who are the subjects of entries, and does not
include topics, such as dishwasher.

Recommended for public and academic libraries as an enjoyable read as well as a
good basic introduction to culinary research. Diana Shonrock
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Alice Arndt, editor of Culinary Bio%raphies, initiated this project and carried it out with
the help of many contributors and colleagues. Living abroad in different countries for
more than a decade showed her the vital importance of cuisine in understanding
culture. She has been pursuing culinary history as an independent scholar for 25 vears,
is a frequent lecturer and presenter on culinary topics in the U.S. and abroad, and is
the author of the reference work Seasoning Savvy: How to Cook with Herbs, Spices,
and Other Flavorings.
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