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Scott's photographic essay explores the Eads Bridge as art and architecture in a series
of beautiful renderings of its confident lines, spidery supports, %racefully bulky details,
and unexpected interior spaces.The historical appraisal of the bridge by historian
Howard S. Miller is as much the story of the personalities of the Mississippi River and
James Eads as of the bridge itself. Miller's essay presents the bridge as an avenue to
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Gilded Age corruption, railroad monopolies, and robber barons and into the mind of
Eads himself, a complex and forceful personality in his own right. Eads's tenacity -- and
his "sustaining faith that glorified natural phenomena as it celebrated man's ability to
comprehend and controlthem" -- propelled the bridge he designed into virgin lands of
metallurgy and engineering. Technically specific yet clearly explained, Miller's
description of the construction process is fascinating reading that presents a
refreshingly in-depth perspective on the landmark St. Louisans know so well.
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