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"When I look back on my childhood I wonder how | managed to survive at all. It was, of
course, a miserable childhood: the happy childhood is hardly worth your while. Worse
than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish childhood, and worse yet
is the miserable Irish Catholic childhood." So begins the luminous memoir of Frank
McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants and raised in the
slums of Limerick, Ireland. Frank's mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children
since Frank's father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages. Yet
Malachy does nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he can provide: a story.
Perhaps itis a story that accounts for Frank's survival. Wearing rags for diapers,
beégmg a pig's head for Christmas dinner, and searching the pubs for his father, Frank
endures poverty, near-starvation and the casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors yet
lives to tell his tale with eloquence, exuberance and remarkable forgiveness. Imbued
with Frank McCourt's astounding humor and compassion -- and movingly read in his
o\vvn voice -- Angela's Ashes is a glorious audiobook that bears all the marks of a
classic.
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It takes time to cure. It takes time to reflect one's life. | wonder whether the boy, who
survived all the miserable childhood, felt miserable at all himself. It takes a pure heart
to appreciate the beauty of life. And the true appreciation means thatyou n..
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ithurts to read about the boy licking the oily paper wrapping fish and chips... the poor
brother feeding stray dogs... you don't often read about so much hardship told in'such
light tone the irish, t e catholic, poetic, sentimental, merry and alcoholic irish
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