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The Gypsy Madonna: what is her secret? Mischa knows what it is to be abandoned. His
German father disappeared at the end of the war, leaving him and his mother to
endure the hatred and contempt of all the French villagers, the two of them against the
world. And his surrogate father vanishes too, with no word of explanation. Mischa
bears these scars into manhood. Only when his mother dies, revealing the existence of
a priceless masterpiece, does he go on the trail of his own history. He makes a
pilgrimage into the past, to that French village of his childhood, and there he uncovers
the secret of the Gypsy Madonna.
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Santa Montefiore was born in England in 1970. She read Spanish and Italian at Exeter
University. Her novels have been widely translated and sell all over the world. She lives
in London with her husband, the historian Simon Sebag Montefiore, and their two
children. Visit Santa's website at www.santamontefiore.co.uk
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