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Cities after the Fall of Communism traces the cultural reorientation of East European
cities since 1989. Analyzing the architecture, commemorative practices, and urban
planning of cities such as Lviv, Vilnius, and Odessa, the contributors to this volume
demonstrate how history may be selectively re-imagined in light of present political
and cultural realities. These essays show that while East European cities gravitate
nostalgically toward Habsburg, Baltic, Imperial Russian, and Germanic pasts, they are
also embracing new urban identities grounded in ethnic-national, European, Western,
and global contexts. Ultimately, the editors argue that one can see a "New Europe"
taking shape in these cities, where a strained discourse between different versions of
the past and variously envisioned futures is being set in stone, steel, and glass.
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