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The Report of the Departmental Committee on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution
(better known as the Wolfenden report, after Lord Wolfenden, the chairman of the
committee) was published in Britain on 4 September 1957 after a succession of
well-known men, including Lord Montagu, Michael Pitt-Rivers and Peter Wildeblood,
were convicted of homosexual offences. The committee first met on 15 September
1954 and met on 62 days, 32 of which were used for interviewing witnesses. Wolfenden
suggested at an early stage that for the sake of the ladies in the room, that they use the
terms Huntley & Palmers after the biscuit manufacturers - Huntleys for homosexuals,
and Palmers for prostitutes. Evidence was heard from police and probation officers,
psychiatrists, religious leaders, and gay men whose lives had been affected by the law.
Getting gay men to give evidence was of considerable difficulty for the committee:
Wolfenden considered placing an advert in a newspaper or magazine, but the
committee instead decided to locate three men vvilling to give evidence: Peter
Wildeblood, Carl Winter and Patrick Trevor-Roper. Wildeblood had been convicted and
sent to prison. Winter was director of the Fitzwilliam Museum and Trevor-Roper was a
distinguished eye surgeon and brother of the famous historian Hugh Trevor-Roper. In
order to protect theiridentities, Trevor-Roper was referred to as the "Doctor" while
Winter was referred to as "Mr White". Disregarding the conventional ideas of the day,
the committee recommended that "homosexual behaviour between consenting adults
in private should no longer be a criminal offence". All but James Adair were in favour of
this and, contrary to some medical and psychiatric witnesses' evidence at that time,
found that "homosexuality cannot legitimately be regarded as a disease, because in
many cases it is the only symptom and is compatible with full mental health in other
respects.”
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