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Both Richler and Vassanji are award-winning novelists who regarded themselves as
outsiders in their respective societies—one a Jew in Quebec, the other an Indian in
Tanzania who emigrated to Canada. Their experiences were vastly different, but their
perspective as outsiders allows each a unigue viewpoint. With narrative flair and

surprism% insights, Vassanji explores the life and artistic quest of the prolific Montreal
satirist who died in 2001.
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M.G. Vassanji was born in Kenya and raised in Tanzania. Before coming to Canada in
1978, he attended MIT and the University of Pennsylvania, where he specialized in
theoretical nuclear physics. From 1978 to 1980 he was a postdoctoral fellow at the
Atomic Energy of Canada, and from 1980 to 1989 he was a research associate at the
University of Toronto. During this period he developed a keen interest in medieval
Indian literature and history. Vassaniji is the author of six novels and two collections of
short stories. His work has appeared in various countries and several languages. His
most recent novel, The Assassin's Song, was shortlisted for both the Giller Prize and the
Governor General's Prize for best novelin Canada. He has twice won the Giller Prize for
fiction and is a member of the Order of Canada.
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