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Robert Bellarmine was one of the most original and influential political theorists of his
time. He participated in several of the political debates that agitated early modern
Europe, such as the controversy over the Oath of Allegiance in England. Bellarmine
presents one of the clearest and most coherent definitions of the nature and aim of
temporal authority and its relationship to spiritual authority. The king has jurisdiction
over the body, the pope over the conscience. This distinction was crucial for the history
of early modern monarchies: the conflict between state and church ceased to be
concerned with physical persons and become a contest for the consciences of
subjects.The political thought of Bellarmine was at the center of post-Reformation
debates on the relationship between state and church; on the nature, aim, and limits
of temporal government; and on the relation between religion and natural law. He
posed in a novel, controversial manner the relationship between public and private
spheres, thus opening up questions central to what we consider 'modernity'. This
accessible edition of some of Ballarmine's most important works in fresh translations
will be interesting for a wide readership of both scholars of political thought and the
educated general public.

作者介绍: 

Robert Bellarmine (1542–1621) was a Jesuit cardinal and a celebrated professor of
theology at the Roman College, of which he became rector in 1592. He was also a
highly ranked member of the Inquisition and of the Congregation of the Index, as well
as Pope Clement VIII’s main advisor in theological matters.However, Bellarmine’s
work risked being included in the Index of Prohibited Books for insufficient support of
papal authority. At the same time, he was considered a major enemy of the absolute
authority of sovereigns, such as James I of England.
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