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Hippocrates' Woman demonstrates the role of Hippocratic ideas about the female
body in the subsequent history of western gynaecology. It examines these ideas not
only in the social and cultural context in which they were first produced, but also the
ways in which writers up to the Victorian period have appealed to the material in
support of their own theories. Among the conflicting tange of images of women given
in the Hippocratic corpus existed one tradition of the female body which says it is
radically unlike the male body, behaving in different ways and requiring a different set
of therapies. This book sets this model within the context of Greek mythology,
especially the myth of Pandora and her difference from men, to explore the image of
the body as something to be read. Hippocrates' Woman presents an arresting study of
the origins of gynaecology, an exploration of how the interior workings of the female
body were understood and the influence of Hippocrates' theories on the gynaecology
of subsequent ages.
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