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his revision of a highly regarded book of readings in social theory has selections
representing the essential elements of three periods The Classical Tradition,
Contemporary Sociological Theory, and Post-Modernity. The text begins with a
comprehensive general introduction as well as introductions to each of the chapters
that provide bibliographical background and historical context. The chronological
organization coordinates well with George Ritzer's or other primary texts in social
theory. The text can also be used as a supplementary text in basic sociology courses.
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James Farganis was born and raised in New York City, attended its public schools and
received his B.A. from Brooklyn College and Ph.D. from Cornell University. He has
taught sociology at several colleges and universities. He is now affiliated with the New
School for Social Research.
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