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Pagan revelry and morris dancing in the middle of a very cold winter set the scene for
one of Ngaio Marsh” s most fascinating murder mysteries.

When the pesky Anna Binz arrives at Mardian to investigate the rare survival of
folk-dancing still practised there, she quickly antagonizes the villagers. But Mrs Blnz is
not the only source of friction - two of the other enthusiasts are also spoiling for a fight.

When the sword dancers’  traditional mock beheading of the Winter Solstice becomes
horribly real, Superintendent Roderick Alleyn finds himself faced with a case of great
complexity and of gruesome proportions:--

Off with His Head is a detective novel by Ngaio Marsh; it is the nineteenth novel to
feature Roderick Alleyn, and was first published in 1957. The plot concerns a village
festival in the English countryside, and features Morris dancing among other folkloric
elements. The novel was published as Death of a Fool in the United States, a reference
to the fact that the murder victim is playing a Fool in the festival.

The novel is classed as a locked room mystery.
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The progress of a case is rather like a sort of thaw.
—EEARUIE, pirth 2 kERi. ——Roderick Alleyn Ngaio
Marsh& =F 1957 (Frigfiimss) (Off With His
Head)%ﬁ;ﬁﬁuﬁﬂi ZESE CAERIRE) (Scales of

Justice) =¥, XX Z—icrEEREREZ ..
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