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Part political thriller, part meditation on the nature of desire and betrayal, "Seven Lies"
teHsthesKwyofSK#anVogeLayoungrnangyomﬂnguginthefonnerEastGewnan%
whose yearnings for love, glory and freedom express themselves in a lifelong fantasy of
%OmgtoAnwﬂkﬁ.Theho eless son of an ambitious mother and a kind but unlucky

iplomat, Stefan lurches between hSlaudding,covertNWeresHs}ﬁHksand Romantic
Bery—toﬂndfﬂwweﬁenﬁﬂoneddeBgdentpoHUC&\thh(xj y seems to offer

oth. In time, by a series of blackly comic and increasingly dangerous manoeuvres, he
COHUN@SK)makehsfamasyCOW@tnm:ﬁndmﬁFﬂw&elnotonyinthecounﬁyofhs
dreams, but also married to the woman he idolises. America seems everything he
expected, and meanwhile his secrets are safely locked away behind the Berlin Wall. A
new life of unbounded bliss seems to have been granted to him. And then that life
begins to fall apart...Exquisitely written and brilliantly imagined, James Lasdun's
second novel is a terrifying plummet into anxiety, as complacency yields to an edgy
paranoia. Pitching the furtive, shabby world of Communist Berlin against the glassy
superﬁckﬂﬁy(chontenwpor%?/NeWJYodg”SevenlJes”isarwexanﬂnatkﬂwofthe
architecture of deceit - how deceit builds on itself until life is little more than an
accretion of falsehood; how hope turns to fear, and dreams to nightmares.
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