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Sergei Bertensson's diary of his trip to Hollywood with Russian theatre great
Nemirovich-Danchenko is a unique record of an extraordinary and under-documented
chapter in film and theatre history. For a year Bertensson followed his employer as he
met with directors, producers, and stars, forever discussing projects that would never
be realized. Some of the leading figures in Hollywood history appear in this record,
including Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, and John Barrymore.
Bertensson's observations of life in Hollywood on the eve of the talkies revolution
provide us with a compelling snapshot of movie history in the making, seen from the
unusual perspective of an outsider.
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