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The United States, Germany, and Japan - the world's three most powerful and
successful free market societies - differ strikingly in how their governments relate to
their economies. Comparing Policy Networks reports the results of collaborative
research by three teams investigating the social organization and policymakir&g
processes of national labor policy domains in the United States, Germany, and Japan
during the 1980s. The researchers gathered information about policy goals,
communication patterns, and political support connections from 350 key national
organizations, including labor unions, business associations, public interest groups,
%ovem ment agencies, and political parties. These networks reveal similar conflict

ivisions between business and labor interests, but also distinctive patterns within
each nation. Unigue combinations of informal policy-making networks and the
national political institutions may in part explain the differences in power structures
and legislative decisions.
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