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The Tanner lectures, now firmly entrenched as an institution at the annual Mormon
History Association meetings, were established in 1980 as a means of providing
scholars of Mormonism with a valuable new perspective for their historical record. All
twenty-one lectures are presented by well-known non-Mormon scholars that were
invited to prepare presentations in their own specialties that also encompass some
aspect of Mormon history. In the course of preparing their talks, the presenters are
expected to immerse themselves for a year in current historical writings on Mormons
and Mormonism. As this collection amply demonstrates, when these scholars do their
homework, the results are enlightening. This volume includes the Tanner lectures for
the last two decades of the twentieth century, a general introduction, and specialized
introductions to each individual lecture.
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