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The prizewinning author of "The Outcast" delivers the emotionally searing story of a
marriage in crisis, an unflinching look at lives irrevocably altered by one of history's
"small wars." Hal Treherne is a major in the British Army, a young and dedicated soldier
on the brink of a brilliant career. When he is transferred to the British colony of Cyprus
in 1956, Hal is joined by Clara, his beautiful and supportive wife, and their baby
daughters. The Trehernes quickly learn that the Mediterranean is no "sunshine
posting," however, and soon Hal is caught up in the battle to defend the island against
Cypriots seeking enosis, union with Greece. Leading his men in difficult and bloody
skirmishes, after years of peaceful service, Hal at last tastes triumph. But his confidence
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and pride quickly fade: traumatized by the brutality he witnesses--and thwarted again
in his attempts to do the right thing--Hal finds himself well trained in duty but ill
equipped for moral battle. A seasoned army wife, Clara shares her husband's sense of
obligation. She knows to settle in quickly, make no fuss, smile. But as she struggles to
trust her own maternal instincts and resist the anxiety that surges with Hal's frequent
absences, Clara grows fearful of her increasingly distant husband. When she needs him
most, Clara finds the once-tender Hal a changed man--a betrayal that is only part of
the shocking personal crisis to come. What place is there for honor amid cruelty, and
what becomes of intimacy in the grinding gears of empire? A passionate and brilliantly
researched novel about the effects of war on the men who wage it and the families
they leave behind, "Small Wars" raises important questions that resonate for our own
time.
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