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Seventeen years ago, Carolyn Wheat burst on the mystery scene with her
Edgar-nominated first novel about Cass Jameson, one of the first female lawyers in a
crime series. Since then Wheat has written five more novels and some of the finest
recent short stories in the genre.

Throughout Wheat's work is sympathy for the underdog and the helpless. The title
story in Tales Out of School, her first short story collection, explores how an abused
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child reacts to unexpected violence. In "Three Time Loser," Cass Jameson finds herself
torn between her sympathy for an elderly woman and her job of giving the best
defense for a young Jamaican immigrant.
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