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An intriguing, fabulously bizarre debut collection of short stories by prize-winning
German writer Ingo Schulze, author of Simple Stories .

These thirty-three macabre, often comical short pieces revolve around moments of
odd bliss–moments seized by characters who have found ways to conquer the
bleakness of everyday life in the chaotic world of post-communist Russia. 

Peopled by Mafia gunmen, desperate young prostitutes, bewildered foreign
businessmen, and even a trio of hungry devils, the stories are by turns tragic and
bleakly funny. From a sly retelling of the legend of St. Nicholas featuring a rich
American named Nick, to a lavish gourmet feast in which the young female cook ends
up as the main dish, these stories are above all playful and even surreal–and many of
them are masterful tributes to Russian writers from Gogol to Nabokov.

Translated by John E. Woods.
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标签

评论

现代最佳短篇集
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书评

舒尔策在前言中托伪他人笔记，为整部作品罩上悬疑色彩，不能不说有点儿故弄玄虚。
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个别篇什较偏重玄秘性而非写实，用得多了就没有了吸引力。不过总体看来，还是一部
非常出色的作品，尤其是市场的一篇，广告公司的一篇，至于退休老太太那一篇，更有
契诃夫的味道，也很能令人想到...  
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