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"Opening this title  ‘Aleph’ of a book is a most extraordinary adventure; the universe
and how we know it unfolds in startlingfrofundity. | thought I knew what a book was
untiIbI read this, but Nancy has set me off again in'search of the million things a book
can be.

— Lewis Buzbee, author of The Yellow Lighted Bookshop

This engaging book by one of France’ s leading contemporary philosophers
celebrates the particular communication of thoughts that takes place by means of the
business of writing, producing, and selling books. Nanc%’ s reflection is born out of his
relation to the bookstore, in the first place his neighborhood one, but beyond that any
such “perfumery, rotisserie, patisserie,” as he calls them, dispensaries” “of scents
and flavors through which something like a fragrance or bouquet of the book is
divined, presumed, sensed.”

On the Commerce of Thinking is a brilliant semiology of the cultural practice that
begins with the unique character of the writer’ svoice and culminatesin a

customer’ s crossing the bookstore threshold, package under arm, on the way home
to a comfortable chair. It salso an understated yet persuasive plea in favor of an
endangered species.

TFENAE:
JEAN-LUC NANCY is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at the Université Marc
Bloch, Strasbourg. Among the most recent of his many books to be published in

English are Corpus, Listening, Dis-Enclosure: The Deconstruction of Christianity, and
Noli me tangere: On the Raising of the Body (all Fordham).
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