On Poetry and Poets
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.S. Eliot was not only one of the %eatest poets of the twentieth century—he was also
one of the most acute writers on his craft. In On Poetry and Poets, which was first
published in 1957, Eliot explores the different forms and purposes of poetry in essays
such as “The Three Voices of Poet(rjy,” “Poetry and Drama,” and “What Is Minor
Poetry?” as well as the works of individual poets, including Virgil, Milton, Byron,
Goethe, and Yeats. As he writesin = “The Music of Poetry,” ~ “We must expect a time to
come when poetry will have again to be recalled to speech. The same problems arise,
agd always in new forms; and poetry has always beforeit...an ‘endless

aaventure.
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T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948,
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In 1951, in the first Theodore Spencer Memorial Lecture at Harvard University, Eliot
criticised his own plays in the second half of the lecture, explicitv the plays Murder in
the Cathedral, The Family Reunion, and The Cocktail Party. The [ecture was published
as Poetry and Drama and later included in Eliot's 1957 collection On Poetry and Poets.
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