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This collection of literary short fiction combines fantasy, science fiction, and horror in
vivid settings, peopled with ordinary humans with normal relationships, and the
interaction of the mundane with the fantastic. In "Breathmoss," a young girl must cope
with the relationship with her family, love, and a community set in rigid custom, where
males are a rarity. In "Verglas," a man must decide to leave his humanity by going
native on an ice world or abandon his family. The events leading to the formation of
the current government, the repression of Jews and homosexuals, and the horrors of
being a closet homosexual in such a regime are examined in "The Summer Isles." Other
stories encompass a scientist who searches for extraterrestrial intelligence; a rigid,
aged man finding magic by a pool; and an 18-year-old girl who gains the reputation of
being a death flower during WWII.
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