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It is a cold January morning and Shetland lies buried beneath a deep layer of snow.
Trudging home, Fran Hunter's eye is drawn to a vivid splash of colour on the white
ground, ravens circling above. It is the strangled body of her teenage neighbour
Catherine Ross. As Fran opens her mouth to scream, the ravens continue their deadly
dance ...The locals on the quiet island stubbornly focus their gaze on one man - loner
and simpleton Magnus Tait. But when police insist on opening out the investigation a
veil of suspicion and fear is thrown over the entire community. For the first time in
years, Catherine's neighbours nervously lock their doors, whilst a killer lives on in their
midst. "Raven Black" is a haunting, beautifully crafted crime story, and establishes Ann
Cleeves as a rising talent in psychological crime writing ...'A riveting read. Ann Cleeves
probes beneath the surface of a community to reveal the darkness that can fester
when everyone thinks they know each other's secrets' - "Val Mcdermid".
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标签

评论

看的是430頁的日本文庫版.這本書最大的問題是速度感：如果說英國的鄉村田園本來就
速度慢讓我可以忍受前三百頁的各種無關的人物塑造(老實說確實寫得很不錯）但從330
多頁開始解謎時，也是找到關鍵線索後突然又慢吞吞地東扯西扯，還加入完全沒有必要
的祭典情節，就讓我完全無法接受.誠然，兩起凶殺的兇手和動機都比較意外（伏線埋
得不錯，動機卻有些莫名其妙）可最後寫成這樣一本超厚的書完全沒有必要.全書最大
的優點就像解說中川出正樹所寫的為絕妙舞台設定（封閉的孤島）和三人稱多角度視點
，但也僅此而已.作為本格作品並不及格，作為純文學尚且值得一看.
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