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Although John Dryden is, as Samuel Johnson described him, the father of modern
criticism, his critical writings are difficult for twentieth-century readers to understand
and appreciate. Part of the problem lies in the fact that many of the critical terms
which Dryden used have changed or expanded in meaning since his time. By providing
a series of glosses of seventeenth-century critical terms, this volume clarifies and
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illuminates Dryden's work for modern readers and scholars.

Professor Jensen has catalogued every important word that Dryden used in discussing
critical matters, whether about art, literature, or music. In addition to covering all of
Dryden's works, the glossary encompasses works of other important seventeenth
century critics, among them, John Milton, Ben Johnson, and Thomas Rymer.

The structure of the glossary is simple: under each word there is a general definition
and, if needed, an essay on the word's origin, history, and general usage. Then the
various particular meanings of the word are given, and under each definition are listed
the critics, the works, the editions, and the page numbers where the word is used with
that particular meaning. Selected quotations abound, substantiating the text.

The book will be useful for students and teachers in seventeenth and
eighteenth-century literature courses and for scholars doing advanced research.
Students will gain an understanding of the development of critical though by reading
the essays in the Glossary. Modern scholars of Restoration literature will find new ideas
here as well as confirmation of some older conjectures about Dryden.
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