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This book is a major advance in gay studies: the first volume of critical essays about
lesbian and gay literature that is written entirely by lesbians and gay men. Up until
now, mainstream discussion of gay literature has been written almost entirely by
heterosexuals so that popular prejudice is reinforced through academic prejudice. This
collection seeks to describe the authors under consideration and to counteract the
effects of homophobia emanating from respectable scholars in the United States and
Britain. In the introduction, Mark Lilly demonstrates how the conventional academic
view of homosexual writing has been able to vilify, distort, or ignore the lesbian/gay
voice. The emphasis throughout the volume is political, stressing the inherent
unfairness of the social construction of gender in a patriarchal heterosexual system.
The five essays on lesbian writing include studies of Ivy Compton-Burnett, Maureen
Duffy, Ann Bannon, Sylvia Townsend Warner and Valentine Ackland, and a survey of
contemporary lesbian erotic poetry. The second section, focusing on gay men,
includes essays on gay alienation (Holleran, Genet, Rechy, Orton, Crane), Tennessee
Williams, Ronald Firbank, paradox in gay poetry, and sexual desire in soft-porn
magazines. Mark Lilly, a tutor in literature at Birbeck College, University of London,
initiated the university's first gay literature course and has been closely involved in civil
liberties and gay rights campaigns in Britain.
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