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AA Book: Projects Collection & Portfolio 2009 is presented this year in a thicker, heftier
print form than ever before. In its 496 full-colour pages you will find a complete record
of the AA” 52008/09 academic year, including commissioned texts, photo-journalism,
reviews, graphics, photographs and, most importantly, projects selected from across
the entire School.
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The Architectural Association School of Architecture, more usually known as the AA, is
one of the world” s most renowned and influential schools of architecture[1]. It is the
most prestigious and selective architecture school in the United Kingdom. Its
wide-ranging programme of exhibitions, lectures, symposia and publications have
given it a central position in global discussions and developments within
contemporary architectural culture. Many of the world's most celebrated and
respected figures in architecture and its associated fields 'have been here [the AA]
(sooner or later)' as a plaque outside the school entrance proclaims.
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Itis the oldest independent school of architecture in the United Kingdom and was
founded in 1847 by two dissatisfied young architects (Robert Kerr, 24, and Charles Grey,
24), to provide a self-directed, independent education at a time when the profession of
architecture had yet to appear in the form we recognise today. The School was
formally established in 1890. In 1901, it moved premises to the former Royal
Architectural Museum. In 1920, it moved again, to its current premises in Bedford
Square, central London (it has since acquired additional London premises in John
Street and a 350-acre site at Hooke Park in Dorset). The school has also acquired
property on Morwell Street behind Bedford Square, which it uses as studio space and
there are plans for further expansion.

Many notable architects have since passed through its doors as its former staff and
alumni list shows. The students of the AA have been addressed by many eminent
figures, from John Ruskin and George Gilbert Scott, to more recently Daniel Libeskind,
Richard Rogers, Zaha Hadid and Rem Koolhaas.
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