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Galileo and Newtona (TM)s work towards the mathematisation of the physical world;
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Leibniza (TM)s universal logical calculus; the Enlightenmenta (TM)s mathA(c)matique
sociale. John von Neumann inherited all these aims and philosophical intuitions,
together with an idea that grew up around the Vienna Circle of an ethics in the form of
an exact science capable of guiding individuals to make correct decisions. With the
help of his boundless mathematical capacity, von Neumann developed a conception
of the world as a mathematical game, a world globally governed by a universal logic in
which individual consciousness moved following different strategies: his vision guided
him from set theory to quantum mechanics, to economics and to his theory of
automata (anticipating artificial intelligence and cognitive science). This book provides
the first comprehensive scientific and intellectual biography of John von Neumann, a
man who perhaps more than any other is representative of twentieth century science.
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