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In 1794, Joseph Priestley - amateur scientist, ordained minister and radical thinker - set
sail for America to escape persecution. Stephen Johnson tells his incredible story: the
discovery of oxygen, the invention of a science, the founding of a church, and, with the
great minds of his time, the development of the United States itself. But Priestley's
revolutionary ideas put him in terrible danger. Johnson uses the progress of Priestley
and his colleagues not merely to describe the wonder of discovery, but to show us how
we have come to understand the world, how far we have travelled with the power of
human enquiry - and how one man's curiosity can help build an entire country.
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书评

这本书的主角 Joseph Priestley
是18－19世纪英国业余科学家、委任牧师和激进的思想者，他一生中出了许多本研究
著作，包括第一本科普书籍，他的发现涉及电力学和化学：发明了多种电力装置、首次
记录了交流放电现象；发现了氧气、分离和命名了十种气体、发明了苏打水。他出了五
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