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Our future depends very much on how we respond to three great challenges of the
new century, all of which threaten to increase social inequality: first, how we adapt
institutions to the new role of women - the ‘incomplete revolution' of our time;
second, how we prepare our children for the knowledge economy; and, third, how we
respond to the new demography, in particular low fertility and an ageing population. In
this new book Gøsta Esping-Andersen - the leading analyst of the welfare state -
examines how different societies have responded to these challenges. It focuses
especially on the quest for gender equality, on the role of families in the reproduction
of social inequalities, and on major inequities associated with an ageing population.
Through comparative analysis he seeks to identify the kinds of welfare state reform
that can optimize not only individuals' life chances but also collective welfare. The
intellectual ambition is, in other words, to identify the mainsprings of a new and
superior form of social equilibrium. This book will be of great interest to anyone
concerned with gender and the changing role of women, with social and public policy,
and with the future of the welfare state.
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评论

作为女性，真的有种被悬在半空中进退两难之感。一边marital
homogamy是不争的事实，social
mobility凝滞，想要过得好就要两个人努力；另一边家庭角色却没有办法卸下，生养孩
子照顾老人不还是女人的事。最后惊奇地发现，挪威瑞典跟日本竟然心照不宣的走到了
同一个结果，gender segregation，女人做女人该做的事情。那这么一大通gender
equality都在折腾什么呢……被告诉了男女都一样，长大之后发现女人就应该做女人啊
。唔，却错误进化成了女汉子可怎么整

-----------------------------
在性别平等和社会政策方面提供了很多洞见。与传统的女性高劳动参与率-低生育率模
式不同，北欧国家已经逐步转型为高劳动参与率-相对高生育率模式了。实证研究证明
靠传统价值观解决不了低生育率问题，男女平等和社会化抚养才是出路。

-----------------------------
The first half of the book is classic.
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