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Avisually dynamic homaﬁe to the paperback. In 1968, John Leonard, then editor of
The New York Times Book Review, listed the many merits of mass-market paperbacks:
"They can be stuffed in purses, left in buses, droEped in toilets, used as coasters, eaten
and thrown away. Their covers can be ripped off! Their spines can be broken! To buy a
paperback today is to buy the means of revengm% oneself on Western culture."
Fast-forward forty years. Leonard” s affectionately flippant assessment may need to
be revised as the explosion of digital media threatens the livelihood of the printed
word. More than an act of revenge on Western culture, to buy a paperback may be a
means of preserving one of its more charismatic—and socially, politically, and
aesthetically influential—species. Breathless Homicidal Slime Mutants celebrates the
mass-market paperback and gives it its due. A vibrant tour that starts with books from
the late nineteenth century up to today, examining the most popular genres—mystery,
romance, Westerns, how-to, cooking, and diet, and highbrow literature packaged for
the broader audience—it focuses on the history of the art and design of the format and
how it is inseparable from the history of American literacy, tastes, and mores of the
twentieth century.
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