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To understand political change in contemporary China it is crucial to understand the
position of intellectuals in that society and their often troubled relation to the state.
This book explores the ideas of prominent Chinese intellectuals, their relationship to
the pro-democracy movements and the changing relationship between intellectuals
and the Chinese state. It is a sociological study of the ideological formation of Chinese
intellectuals, and their place in the social structure and their role in influencing and
effecting social and political change. It will make an important contribution in our
understanding of political development in China.
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