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Drawing from a power elite perspective and the latest empirical data, this classic text is
an invaluable tool for teaching students about how power operates in U.S. society.
Domhoff argues that the owners and top-level mana%ers in large income-producing
properties are far and away the dominant figures in the U.S. Their corporations, banks,
and agribusinesses come together as a corporate community that dominates the
federal government in Washington and their real estate, construction, and land
development companies form growth coalitions that dominate most local
governments. Bi providing empirical evidence for his argument, Domhoff encourages
students to think critically about the power structure in American society and its
implications for our democracy.
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Most laymen would be awed by the investigative and critical nature of this book. At a
time that sees the waning popularity of Marxism or class conflict views, this book
therefore provides an alternative explanation to most of our contemporary riddle. Why
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