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The question of whether democratization is an elite-led process from above or a
popular triumph from below continues to be an area of contention among political
scientists. Examining the experiences of countries which have provided the main
empirical base for recent theorizing, namely, Western Europe and South America in the
19th and early 20th centuries and again in the 1970s and 1980s, this book delineates a
more complex and varied set of patterns. The volume explores the politics of
democratization through a comﬁarative analysis that examines the role of l[abor in
relation to elite strategles in both contemporary and historical perspectives. In her
detailed analysis, Professor Collier also describes multiple patterns within each
historical period, challenges conventional understandings of these events, and
recaptures a role for unions and labor-based parties in contemporary processes of
democratization.
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H3%: 1. Introduction; 2. Elite-driven reform in early democratization; 3. Social
democracy and political calculations; 4. Labor action in recent democratization; 5.
Conclusion: toward an integrated approach; Bibliography.
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Democratization must be analyzed as both a class and a strategic process, engaged in
by those politically included as well as excluded, acting in both
deliberation/negotiation and mobilization/protest arenas.
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The most important sentences of this book : Democratization must be analyzed as
both a class and a strategic process, engaged in by those politically included as well as
eﬁcluded, acting in both deliberation/negotiation and mobilization/protest arenas.
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