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T. S. Elliot left Harvard during his third year of study in the department of philosophy
and went to England. Forty-six years later, he authorized the publication of his doctoral
dissertation but the book is virtually impossible to find today. Here we have a reprint of
his sympathetic but not entirely uncritical study of the English idealist philosopher F. H.
Bradley. Enthusiastic approval came to Eliot at the time from Harvard pragmatist
Josiah Royce, who pronounced his writing of philosophy "the work of an expert." Eliot's
critical literary theory was deeply influenced by his early philosophical outlook. This
rewarding book provides a potent refutation of the false but frequent claim that Eliot's
poetic and critical intelligence had no philosophical writings, making this book
indispensable to all literary critics and theorists.
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