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From the moment men first began to contemplate their world, three questions have
occupied the human mind: Where do we come from? What are we? Where are we
going? Artists (notably Paul Gauguin), religious thinkers, philosophers and, most
recently, scientists have all searched for answers. This book describes molecular
evidence for human descent from the first single-celled organisms all the vvai/)to the
emergence of Homo sapiens. After distinguishing myth from science, the authors
introduce molecular evolution and the molecular approach to the study of human
origins and draw conclusions about human identity.

Unique features of this book include:

* A concentration on information provided by molecules, first and foremost nucleic
acids, unlike most books on evolution, which focus solely on testimony provided by
archeology. * Clear explanations of difficult concepts, including mathematical
formulas, thus allowing readers to understand without prior knowledge of the subject.
" Over 120 detailed figures, illustrations and tables that enhance the text. * A glossary of
terms that are highlighted in the text. * Sources for further reading and reference.

The authors describe how scientists decipher human origin from the record encrypted
in the DNA and protein molecules, and point out the limitations of ancient DNA
analysis. They deal with the concept of race from the point of view of what is now
known about human variability, and distinguish between views colored by "political
correctness" and views based on objective evaluation of the data. Finally, the book
warns the reader that knowledge of man's place on the Tree of Life can change our
philosophical and ethical perspective, and considers what the future of the human
race may entail.
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Jan Klein is a Czech-American immunologist, best known for his work on the major
histocompatibility complex (MHC). He was born in 1936 in Stemplovec, Opava, Czech
Republic. He graduated from the Charles University at Prague, in 1955, and received his
M.S. (Magna Cum Laude) in Botany from the same school in 1958. He was a teacher at
the Neruda High School in Prague from 1958 to 1961. He received his Ph.D. in Genetics
from the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences in 1965, and moved to Stanford University
as a postdoctoral fellow the same year. He became assistant professor in 1969, and
associate professor in 1973 at the University of Michigan. He assumed the position of
professor at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School in 1975. From 1977
to his retirement in 2004, he was the Director of the Max-Planck-Institut fur Biologie at
Tubingen, Germany. He is currently a Frances R. and Helen M. Pentz Visiting Professor
of Science and Adjunct Professor of Biology at the Pennsylvania State University.
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