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Zygmunt Bauman is widely acknowledged as the most interesting and consistent of
postmodern sociologists. Yet his work is widely dispersed across a number of fields
and his critical interpretation is scattered across a wide array of disciplines. This major
four-volume collection draws together these important materials for the first time. The
contributions in the four-volume set are organized around themes, as follows:

* Biographical

* Communism and Eastern Europe

* Modernity and the Holocaust

* Marxism, class and political economy

* Sociology: Weber, bureaucracy, Durkheim, the stranger, consumption, work and
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welfare

* Postmodernism

* Ethics

* Death and dying

* Intellectuals and power

* Extensions and applications of Bauman's ideas by others, from Japan to Latin
America and Scandinavia.

The collection features the work of key commentators and is edited by Peter Beilharz,
Professor of Sociology at La Trobe University and Director of the Thesis Eleven Centre
for Critical Theory. He is the author of Zygmunt Bauman: Dialectic of Modernity (SAGE
Publications, 2000) and editor of The Bauman Reader (Blackwell, 2000).

作者介绍: 

Peter Beilharz teaches in social theory, cultural sociology and historical sociology. Most
of his research is also in these areas including work on socialism and modernity, the
idea of antipodean modernity, and ongoing work on Zygmunt Bauman. He is working
on three book projects, one on Australian modernity, one on the intellectual biography
of Jean Martin, and one consisting of his collected Australian essays. Future projects
include a study of the work of Robert Hughes, and a history of Rock Music in Australia,
together with Trevor Hogan and Clinton Walker. Peter is a founding editor of the
journal Thesis Eleven and Director of the Thesis Eleven Centre for Cultural Sociology at
La Trobe. He is a fellow in Cultural Sociology at Yale, and a member of the Bauman
Institute at Leeds. He has been Professor of Australian Studies and William Dean
Howells Fellow at Harvard, and is regular participant in the events of the American
Sociological Association. Peter is also a subeditor, Blackwell Encyclopedia of Social
Sciences; William Dean Howells Fellow in American Literature, 1860-1920, Harvard
2002 and was Professor of Australian Studies, Harvard 1999-2000.
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