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In the thirteenth century, the Mongols created a vast transcontinental empire that
functioned as a cultural 'clearing house' for the Old World. Under Mongol auspices
various commodities, ideologies and technologies were disseminated across Eurasia.
The focus of this path-breaking study is the extensive exchanges between Iran and
China. The Mongol rulers of these two ancient civilizations 'shared' the cultural
resources of their realms with one another. The result was a lively traffic in specialist
personnel and scholarly literature between East and West. These exchanges ranged
from cartography to printing, from agriculture to astronomy. The book concludes by
asking why the Mongols made such heavy use of sedentary scholars and specialists in
the elaboration of their court culture and why they initiated so many exchanges across
Eurasia. This is a work of great erudition which crosses new scholarly boundaries in its
analysis of communication and culture in the Mongol empire.
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评论

簡直就是一部拉施特和孛罗的交往史。
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