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Can medical ethics be legislated? Can a complex bioethical question be definitively
answered through legislation? In July 1987 the New York State legislature
experimented with legislating medical ethics by amending the state's public health law
to regulate 'Do Not Resuscitate' orders. The consequent law was complex and remains
controversial. This volume reviews both the background bioethical debates and the
elements of the public policy making process that are essential to understanding New
York's experience with the DNR law. It features debates between leading exponents
and critics of the law; case studies that examine the impact of New York's DNR law on
clinicians, hospitals and patients; and a review of all empirical studies of the law by
their lead authors. Appended to the volume is the New York State DNR law and a
comprehensive set of background documents. The co-editors, Robert Baker and
Martin A. Strosberg, are both professors at Union College, Schenectady, New York. They
have collaborated on many projects including, Rationing America's Medical Care: The
Oregon Plan and Beyond (Brookings, 1992).
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